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ABSTRACT 
The objective of this study is to see the effect of Active Learning Strategy on the students’ 
speaking skill in English teaching of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 6 Palu. It employed 
a pre-experimental research design, that is, one group pre-test and post-test design. The population  
of this research is the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 6 Palu. The sample of this research is 
selected by using purposive sampling technique in which class VIIIB consists of 26 students as the 
subject of this research. The instrument of collecting the data is test (pre-test and post-test). The 
data are then analyzed by using t-test formula. The result of the test shows that the mean score of 
post-test (71.81) is greater than the pre-test (50.43). The data shows that the t-counted (14.6) is 
greater than t-table (1.708). The data indicates that there is a significant improvement of the Active 
Learning Strategy towards the students’ speaking skill of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 
6 Palu. 
Keywords: Speaking Skill; Active Learning Strategy, Fluency, Accuracy and Comprehensibility. 
 
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk melihat efek dari Strategi Pembelajaran Aktif terhadap 
keterampilan berbicara dalam  pengajaran Bahasa Inggris di kelas delapan SMP Negeri 6 Palu. 
Penelitian ini menggunakan desain pra-eksperimental, yaitu, design satu kelompok prates dan  
pasca tes. Populasi dari penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas delapan SMP Negeri 6 Palu. Sampel dari 
penelitian ini dipilih melalui teknik sampling purposif di mana kelas  VIII B terdiri dari 26 siswa 
sebagai subyek penelitian. Instrumen pengumpulan data adalah tes (pra-tes dan pasca-tes). Data 
dari penelitian ini kemudian dianalisa menggunakan rumus t-test. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan 
bahwa nilai rata-rata dari pasca-tes (71.81) lebih besar dari pra-tes (50.43). Data menunjukkan 
bahwa t-hitung (14.6) lebih besar dari t-tabel (1.708). Data tersebut mengindikasikan  bahwa ada 
peningkatan yang signifikan dari Strategi Pembelajaran Aktif terhadap keterampilan berbicara 
siswa kelas delapan SMP Negeri 6 Palu. 
Kata Kunci : Keterampilan Berbicara, Strategi Pembelajaran Aktif, Kelancaran, Ketepatan dan 
Komprehensibilitas 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Speaking is considered as an important 
skill to be possessed by students to share ideas 
in communication. This skill is the most 
complicated due to the fact that speakers do not 
only need to interpret a message that other 
speakers try to express, but also to take into 
account other possibilities. Therefore, speaking 
is a skill which is important to be mastered. 
Even though, having ability in speaking another 
language especially English, people will find 
facility to communicate with others from 
another country.  
 
 
 
 
 
In accordance with the curriculum 2013, 
the English speaking subject cannot be 
neglected in the learning process because 
English holds an important role in 
communication. English is essentially needed 
for global communication. Therefore, 
curriculum 2013 states that English is one of the 
language to relate Indonesia with other 
countries. That is why, the awareness in using 
English must be grown up to the learners for 
preparing human sources that can communicate 
by using English as the international language. 
 
 
 e-mail :ronatambunan13@gmail.com 
 
 
E-Journal of ELTS (English Language Teaching Society) Vol.   No. 6 
 
In this research, the researcher found 
some problems in English learning at SMP 
Negeri 6 Palu. The first one is that the school 
does not have enough facilities to support the 
teaching and learning process. Facilities, 
additionally, are the media used to aid the 
teching and learning process, such as internet 
connection, projector, computers, etc. These 
media are needed in this 21st century, 
particularly the implementation of curriculum 
2013. The second one is that the teacher does 
not have sufficient strategy to teach the 
students. The last one is that the students lack of 
vocabulary. It made the students difficult to 
speak English. That is why they are weak in 
speaking skill especially in gaining fluency, 
comprehensibility and accuracy. 
Based on the problem above, the 
researcher would like to solve the problems by 
implementing Active Learning Strategy. It is a 
modern learning strategy in which the students 
listen to the teacher’s explanation and get active 
to learn based on their own experiences. In this 
case, the researcher involves the students 
actively in the teaching and learning process of 
speaking skill by using an attractive strategy. 
The researcher, moreover, focuses on the 
students’ accuracy, fluency, and 
comprehensibility in speaking. 
One of the goals of the speaking skill that 
the students need to achieve is accuracy. 
Accuracy is considered to be difficult for most 
students to acquire because not every student 
speaks English accurately. Therefore, the 
teaching of English which focuses on accuracy 
is highly imperative in which the teacher has to 
be a good model dealing with this particular 
problem. 
Another goal of learners in learning 
language is fluency. Fluency means speaking 
without pauses. To convey what the students 
want to say clearly, they have to describe it as 
clearly as possible, so their ideas could be 
understood by others. According to Brown 
(2001:268) “Fluency is important goals to 
pursue in communivative language teaching. 
Fluency may in many communicative language 
courses be an initial goal in language teaching.” 
In line with it, Nunan (2003:55) states “fluency 
is the extent to which speakers use the language 
quickly and confidently, with few hesitations or 
unnatural pauses, false starts, word searches, 
etc.”It means that no matter fast or low the 
speed the most important in speaking 
eloquently suppose to speak without too much 
hesitation. 
The causes why the students hesitate in 
speaking English are rare practice speaking, 
lack of confidence, limit vocabulary and feel 
shy to speak. To help students to overcome it, 
the following possible solutions used based on 
Manurung and Mashuri (2017) are activating 
previous knowledge and buliding up learners’ 
belief. 
Comprehensibility, moreover, is the 
ability to catch the meaning of something that 
obtained from around. Comprehension means 
that the speaker understands about what speaker 
is saying to the listener. Not only speaking 
clearly, but the students also should 
comprehend what is being said. Woods 
(2005:41) explain that speaking effectively 
depends very much on the speaker’s ability to 
interact with an interlocutor. Successful 
speaking cannot therefore take place without 
effective listening skills. Speaker must pay 
attention to their listener, and adapt on their 
responses and questions according to the needs 
of the listener. 
Active Learning consists of some 
techniques. They are brainstorming, think-pair-
share, drama technique, each one teach one, fact 
or opinion, main maps, opinion finders, playing 
game, PMI (Plus-Minus-Interesting), SWOT 
(Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities, Threats), 
small group discussion, etc. In this research, the 
researcher used an effective technique for 
teaching speaking skill which is the small group 
discussion. 
Active Learning Strategy stimulates the 
students to be accustomed to use English 
expression in their daily spoken language; yet it 
has to be noted that the context should be 
appropriate. Further, it is also important for the 
students to be involved in this stage. In line 
with it, Silberman (2005) states that active 
learning occurs if the students are involved in 
discussion, presentation, simulation, or practice.  
Active Learning Strategy, even more, 
promotes problem solving, critical thinking, 
analysis, and synthetical information. This 
opinion means to make the students to be more 
active. The teacher also makes the students 
speak with their partner in a small group or the 
entire class during the learning process. 
Role play might be the most appropriate 
technique to apply in teaching speaking through 
ALS strategy. Role-playing is defined as 
2 
E-Journal of ELTS (English Language Teaching Society) Vol.   No. 3 
 
participation in simulated social situations that 
are intended to throw light upon the role/rule 
contexts of governing real life social episodes 
(Cohen, Manion, and Morrison, 2005:370). It 
means that in applying role play technique, 
students have to act like the real life situations 
based on the role given by the teacher. The role 
that commonly used is about the social 
phenomenon around the students. 
Being able to speak in English means that 
there are some components that should be 
considered. It is highly important especially for 
students because mastering these components 
will make them easy to speak in English. 
According to Heaton (1988:100), there are three 
components in speaking skill which are fluency, 
accuracy, and comprehensibility. 
Many learners also have the goal to speak 
accurately. It is one of the components of 
speaking skill which is considered to be 
extremely important. Speaking accurately 
means that people speak without errors of 
grammar and vocabulary. Moreover, the skill to 
speak accurately can also be measured from a 
good pronunciation. When people speak 
without being influenced by a mother tongue, it 
can be said that the people have good 
pronunciation. This ability will facilitate the 
listeners to catch what the speakers talk about.  
In this research, the researcher found 
some problems that happened at SMP Negeri 6 
Palu. The first one is that the school lacks of 
facilities in the teaching-learning process. It has 
been noted earlier that media are the most 
important thing in the process of teaching and 
learning in the classroom in which the 21st  
century requires internet to be one of the factors 
that affect the success of the learners.  
In pertaining with the previous 
paragraph, internet is the source of information 
for education. On the other hand, the teacher 
teaches the students with monotonous teaching 
strategy. In every meeting, she uses translation 
method in her teaching learning process. She 
instructs the students to translate all of the 
sentences that are related to lessons. It made the 
students bored, lazy, and sleepy. The last one is 
that the students lack of vocabulary. It is 
because English is taught in junior high school. 
Therefore the students start learning English 
from zero. It made them difficult to master in 
English especially for students at SMP Negeri 6 
Palu. To solve those problems, the researcher 
used Active Learning Strategy.  
Active Learning Strategy can be 
implemented in the classroom or out of the 
classroom. It can be done with or without 
facilities. It consists of some teaching 
techniques that can make the students feel fun 
in their learning process. It is involved in the 
students’ activities. They must be taking much, 
asking much, active to resource information, 
experience, and skill. 
Active learning involved teacher to 
students, students to teacher, and students to 
students. When it was applied in the learning 
process, the students became more active 
because there was an interaction that all of the 
students had changes in terms of sharing their 
opinion and feeling. Furthermore, Silberman 
(2005) states that active learning is a big broad 
term; and it is not focusing on one thing only in 
which the teacher provides the idea for the 
students to learn during class activities. 
The researcher assumes that in active 
learning the students are more active than the 
teacher. They are talking much and asking 
much. The teacher’s role is merely a facilitator. 
If the students cannot solve their own problems, 
the teacher will help them solve it. Sometimes, 
the teacher gives challenging questions to tempt 
the students’ curiosity. Meanwhile, to improve 
speaking skill, it is needed for the students to be 
talking much, asking much, discussing topics, 
and practicing some English dialogues. 
Speaking English is about how often the learner 
practices their tongue. 
Based on the explanation above, the 
researcher formulates the research problem as 
follows: “Does the use of Active Learning 
Strategy improve the eighth grade students’ 
speaking skill of SMP Negeri 6 Palu?” In 
relation to the questions, the objective of this 
research is to prove whether or not the influence 
of active learning strategy improves the eighth 
grade students speaking skill of SMP Negeri 6 
Palu. 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
This research focused on improving the 
students’ speaking skill through Active 
Learning Strategy. Considering the purpose of 
the research and the nature of the problem, it 
was a quantitative one. The researcher used pre-
experimental design purposed by Hatch and 
Farhady (1982:20). They state that pre-
experimental design is not the account for 
extraneous variables which may have 
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influenced the result. In conducting this 
research, the researcher used one-group pre-test 
post-test design. The pre-test is given before 
treatment, while the post-test is given after the 
treatment. The research design is as follows : 
 
 
 
 
Where: 
T1  = pre-test 
X   = treatment 
T2  = post-test 
 
This design involves three steps: 1) 
Giving a pre-test to measure the students’ prior 
knowledge; 2) Applying the experimental 
treatment (X) to the object; and 3) Giving a 
post-test to measure the students’ achievement 
after having treatment. In analyzing the data, 
the researcher calculates the difference between 
the mean score of pre-test and post-test. 
Population is a subject of the research. 
According to Creswell (2012:142), “Population 
is a group of individuals who have the same 
characteristics”. Based on the statement above, 
the researcher chose Grade VIII at SMPN 6 
PALU as the population of the research. It 
consists of three parallel classes (VIII A, VIII 
B, and VIII C) with the total number of the 
population is 76 students. The number of the 
population can be seen in Table 1: 
 
Table 1 Population Distribution  
No Grades Number 
1. VIII A 25 
2. VIII B 26 
3. VIII C 25    
 
 
Samples are subsets of people used to 
represent population. Creswell (2012:142) 
states, “A sample is a group of the target 
population that the researcher plans to study for 
the generalizing about target population. In an 
ideal situation, you can select a sample of 
individuals who are representative of the entire 
population”. However, this research does not 
belong to the sort of study to generalize or to 
represent the characteristic of population. This 
study deals with non-probability sampling, it 
means that the chosen sample did not represent 
the population. Therefore, the researcher chose 
VIII B as the research design. The classes were 
chosen because the English teacher who teaches 
those classes suggested the researcher to select 
them as the sample of this research since they 
had low academic achievement in speaking 
skill. 
In this research, the researcher used two 
variables. They were dependent and 
independent variables. The dependent variable 
was the speaking skill of the eighth grade 
students of SMP Negeri 6 Palu while 
independent one is the use of Active Learning 
Strategy. In collecting the data, the research 
instrument used a test as the instrument of the 
research. The test consisted of pre-test and post-
test. Pre-test is used to measure students’ ability 
in speaking before the treatment while post-test 
was given after the treatment. 
In this research, the technique for 
collecting the data by using test in a form of 
role play situations was applied. The data was 
collected from pre-test (to know base score) 
before the treatment and post-test after the 
treatment through Active Learning Strategy by 
using the role-play was done. The tests were 
arranged by the researher based on the material 
given. The researcher asked the students to 
choose one of the situations, to compose it into 
a good dialogue, and to practice it in front of 
the class. The test was given to evaluate the 
students’ achievement. 
The pre-test is used to measure the 
students’ speaking skill before the treatment. 
The researcher gave role play situation to the 
students relating to the material on the syllabus. 
The topics provided were the expression of 
love, expression of sorrow, expression of 
attention, expression of embarrassment, 
expression of anger, and expression of 
annoyance. The researcher recorded all of the 
students’ voices to help the researcher score the 
students, both on pre-test and post-test.  
The post-test was given after all the 
treatments were conducted. This test was used 
to measure the students’ skill after the 
treatment. The researcher compared the pre-test 
and the post-test scores to measure the students’ 
progress in speaking and to find out whether the 
treatment is success or not. The researcher gave 
the test by using the same test form as in the 
pre-test.  
Additionally, the scoring system of SMP 
Negeri 6 Palu takes 0-100 scale where the total 
score obtained by the students on each 
component on Table 1 is divided by maximum 
T1       X   T2 
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score then multiplied by 100. The scoring scale 
can be seen in the following table. 
Table 2 The Scoring Scale 
No. RentangAngka Huruf 
1. Sangat Baik (A) 86-100 
2. Baik (B) 71-85 
3. Cukup (C) 56-70 
4. Kurang (D) ≤ 55 
The scoring formula is: 
Obtain Score =  
Raters′ Score
Maximum Score
 x 100 
In line with the previous explanation, the 
researcher, during the first treatment, divided 
the students into groups. Every group consisted 
of two or three students based on the number of 
the character in the dialogue. Afterwards, the 
teacher distributed the dialogue to the students. 
The researcher gave different dialogues in every 
meeting. The situations were also different 
based on the material on the syllabus. Then, the 
researcher explained the related vocabulary.  
Before the students performed in front of 
the class, the researcher firstly explained the 
related vocabulary of each dialogue in every 
meeting. Then, the last step was performance. 
Soon after the students understood, the teacher 
instructed the students to perform the dialogue 
in front of the class. During the performance, 
the researcher corrected errors commited by the 
students. The treatment was conducted within 
six meetings in which each meeting took 2 x 45 
minutes.  
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The researcher administered the test (pre-
test and post-test) to both sample groups to 
measure the students’ skill to comprehend the 
materials before and after the treatment. The 
pre-test was conducted on 21st January 2019 
and the post-test was held on 28th February 
2019. As the first procedure of collecting the 
data, pre-test was administered before the 
treatment to the students. In this case, this 
researcher provided role play situation to the 
students relating to the material on the syllabus. 
The researcher conducted the pre-test on 
21st January 2019. In computing the standard 
score of the students, the researcher used the 
formula recommended by Arikunto (2002:264) 
by dividing students’ obtained score with 
maximum score and then multiplied by 100 as 
constant number. Moreover, the result has been 
tabulated in Table 3. 
Table 3  The Result of Pre-test 
No Initials 
Rater 
1 
Rater 
2 
Maximum Weighted 
Score   
Score 
 (0-100) 
1 NK 4 4 12 37.33 
2 NF 5 4 12 38.33 
3 ESA 4 4 12 37.33 
4 MSW 4 4 12 37.33 
5 MSS 8 7 12 66.33 
6 GDS 4 4 12 37.33 
7 IR 5 4 12 38.33 
8 NY 8 7 12 66.33 
9 IS 7 8 12 73.66 
10 HAM 9 8 12 75.66 
11 NA 6 7 12 64.33 
12 GW 4 4 12 37.33 
13 AW 5 4 12 38.33 
14   FKA 6 5 12 47.66 
15 HRN 7 6 12 57.00 
16 ZDN 8 7 12 66.33 
17 SBD 5 4 12 38.33 
18 MC 7 6 12 57.00 
19 MF 8 7 12 66.33 
20 NAY 4 4 12 37.33 
21 YNA 8 7 12 66.33 
22 SS 5 4 12 38.33 
23 NR 5 4 12 38.33 
24 SFR 8 8 12 74.66 
25 NW 4 4 12 37.33 
26 OV 5 4 12 38.33 
Total Score 1311.24 
Mean score     50.43 
 
The result of the pre-test shows the 
highest score is 75.66 and the lowest score is 
37.33. To determine the mean score of those 
scores, the researcher used the formula 
proposed by Arikunto (2002:264). The 
researcher added all of the standard scores and 
divided with number of the student. The 
researcher found that the students’ mean score 
in pre-test was 50.43. The data above show that 
the students’ skill in speaking English was low. 
After applying the treatment, the 
researcher gave post-test to the students in order 
to know how significant the students’ speaking 
skill improved; as well as to prove whether or 
not the students’ speaking skill be improved 
through Active Learning Strategy. Furthermore, 
the post-test was given on 28th February 2019; 
and the result has been tabulated in Table 4. 
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Table 4  The Result of Post-test 
No Initials 
Rater 
1 
Rater 
2 
Maximum Weighted 
Score   
Score 
 (0-100) 
1 NK 7 8 12 73.66 
2 NF 10 9 12 85.00 
3 ESA 7 7 12 65.33 
4 MSW 9 8 12 75.66 
5 MSS 7 7 12 65.33 
6 GDS 8 9 12 83.00 
7 IR 10 9 12 85.00 
8 NY 7 8 12 73.66 
9 IS 9 10 12 92.33 
10 HAM 10 10 12 93.33 
11 NA 8 7 12 66.33 
12 GW 9 8 12 75.66 
13 AW 8 7 12 66.33 
14 FKA 7 6 12 57.00 
15 HRN 7 7 12 65.33 
16 ZDN 6 7 12 64.33 
17 SBD 8 9 12 83.00 
18 MC 9 8 12 75.66 
19 MF 8 7 12 66.33 
20 NAY 8 8 12 74.66 
21 YNA 7 6 12 57.00 
22 SS 6 7 12 64.33 
23 NR 7  7 12 65.33 
24 SFR 6 7 12 64.33 
25 NW 8 7 12 66.33 
26 OV 7 6 12 57.00 
Total Score 1861.25 
Mean Score      71.81 
 
After computing the result , the researcher 
found that the highest score of the post-test is 
93.33 and the lowest score is 57.00. After 
computing the students’ mean score in pre-test, 
the researcher computed the students’ mean 
score in post-test. 
The result of the computation obviously 
shows that there are significant differences 
between the students’ mean score in pre-test 
and post-test. The students’ mean score in pre-
test (50.43) is lower than the students’ mean 
score in post-test (71.81). It proves that the 
progress of the students’ achievement in post-
test or after treatment was greatly increased. 
After computing the mean score of the 
group in the pre-test, the mean deviation and 
square deviation of the group. By implementing 
the formula series proposed by Arikunto 
(2002), the researcher found that the mean 
deviation score is (24.98); and the square 
deviation is (1175.23). To help readers 
understand more about the result of the 
deviation scores, the researcher has deciphered 
them in Table 5. 
 
 
 
Table 5  Deviation and Square Deviation T 
 
After analyzing the significant mean 
score of the test, the researcher found out that 
the t-counted value is 14.6 To get t-table value, 
this research used t-table list with degree of 
freedom (df) 25. 
The researcher used 0.05 level of 
significance on one-tailed test. Thus, the t-table 
value obtained is (1.708). In conclusion, the 
research hypothesis is accepted as the value of 
t-counted, (14.6) is higher than the value of t-
table (1.708). In other words, the application of 
Active Learning Strategy improves the eighth 
grade students’ speaking skill of SMP Negeri 6 
Palu. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The objective of this research is to find 
out whether or not the application of Active 
Learning Strategy is effective to develop 
speaking skill of the eighth grade students of 
SMP Negeri 6 Palu. The research focused on 
fluency, accuracy, and comprehensibility 
because these components become the problem 
faced by the students. The result of this research 
found that students’ speaking skill improved in 
No 
Initi
als 
Scores 
 
 
D 
 
Square  
deviation  
(d2) 
Pre 
test 
Post 
test 
1 NK 37.33 73.66 36.33 147.32 
2 NF 38.33 85.00 46.67 170.00 
3 ESA 37.33 65.33 28.00 130.66 
4 Msw 37.33 75.66 38.33 151.32 
5 MSS 66.33 65.33 19.00 150.66 
6 GDS 37.33 83.00 45.67 166.00 
7 IR 38.33 85.00 46.67 170.00 
8 NY 66.33 73.66 7.33 147.32 
9 IS 73.66 92.33 18.67 184.66 
10 HaM 75.66 93.33 17.67 186.66 
11 NA 64.33 66.33 20.00 150.66 
12 GW 37.33 75.66 38.33 151.32 
13 AW 38.33 66.33 28.00 132.66 
14 FKA 47.66 57.00 9,34 104.66 
15 HRN 57.00 65.33 8,33 122.33 
16 ZDN 66.33 64.33 18.00 148.66 
17 SBD 38.33 83.00 44.67 166.00 
18 MC 57.00 75.66 18.66 151.32 
19 MF 66.33 66.33 20.00 152.66 
20 NAY 37.33 74.66 37.33 149.32 
21 YNA 66.33 57.00 9.33 132.66 
22 SS 38.33 64.33 26.00 128.66 
23 NR 38.33 65.33 27.00 130.66 
24 SFR 74.66 64.33 10.33 149.32 
25 NW 37.33 66.33 29.00 132.66 
26 OV 38.33 57.00 18.67 114.00 
Total Score 649.66 3822.15 
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each aspect. In the fluency, almost all of the 
students spoke with a normal rate, not too fast 
and not too slow. The students did not need to 
repeat the words they said. About the accuracy, 
students made little mistakes to practice their 
speaking especially for pronunciation and 
grammar. In the speaking practice, the students 
spoke to one another clearly and 
understandable. It indicates that 
comprehensibility was also improved after 
conducting this research. 
In the research process, the researcher 
gave the pre-test and post-test in order to 
measure the students’ skill before they got the 
treatment. In the pre-test almost all of the 
students got poor score on their fluency, 
accuracy, and comprehensibility. It indicates 
that the students were not able to speak well. 
There were some factors that influence the 
students to speak English. First, students were 
not interested and motivated in learning 
English. Second, they had lack of vocabulary. 
Third, they were not confident to speak English 
directly with their English teacher and their 
classmates. Fourth, students were afraid of 
making mistakes in speaking English. The last, 
they rarely practice to speak English. It means 
that they need more chance to practice it. After 
implementing Active Learning Strategy in 
English learning, the researcher would analyze 
the students’ improvement in speaking ability. 
The factors that the students lack on are 
vocabulary and confidence. 
Additionally, the first factor that has been 
solved by Active Learning is lack vocabulary. 
Before applying the Active Learning Strategy, 
the students felt difficult to remember and 
bored to memorize the words. When the teacher 
brought the Active Learning Strategy into the 
class, they become active and enthusiastic in 
learning the material. Active Learning Stratgey 
allows the students to be engaged actively in the 
classroom. 
Next factor is lack confidence. Before 
applying Active Learning Strategy in 
classroom, some of the students could not speak 
bravely and totally because they felt shy and 
afraid of making mistakes. In learning speaking 
with Active Learning Strategy, classroom 
environment become more active and enjoyable 
inasmuch as they speak up in front of the class 
with their friends so that they tended to be more 
active. 
 
The result of the test shows that the 
students’ speaking skill can be improved 
through Active Learning Strategy. After getting 
the result of the test of both pre-test and post-
test, the researcher found that the skill of the 
eighth grade students’ at SMPN 6 PALU in 
speaking is increased by using Active Learning 
Strategy. 
By looking at the result, the researcher 
then correlated the findings to the previous 
studies. The study conducted by Hasanah 
(2007), “ Teaching Speaking Skill Using Active 
Learning Method at the Seventh Year of  SMP 
SMART Akselerasi Ekselensia Indonesia 
Bogor” assert that the use influences the 
students’ speaking skill. Another study by 
Fauziah (2012), “The Effectiveness of Active 
Learning through ‘Who is the Class Strategy’ 
for Teaching Speaking Descriptive Text at the 
tenth Grade Students of Ma Nu Nurul Huda 
Semarang in the Academic Year of  2012” also 
found that this strategy is effective to improve 
the students’ speaking skill. These research 
have shown that the use of Active Learning 
Strategy is effective to improve the students’ 
speaking skill. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Based on the research findings and 
discussion of this research, it is concluded that 
the use of Active Learning Strategy improves 
the eighth grade students’ speaking skill of 
SMP Negeri 6 Palu. It is proved by the value of 
t-counted (14.6) is greater than t-table (1.708) 
and it means that the hypothesis of this research 
is accepted. Besides, the application of ALS has 
some strength in teaching speaking. First, the 
students can freely and confidently speak up 
without any feeling unconfident and attention. 
Second, the students are no more afraid of 
making mistakes when they speak English in 
front of the class. Finally, it makes the students 
more active in speaking and makes their 
learning meaningful. 
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